Ralph Knight
Obituary 
Long time 3CR volunteer Ralph Knight died on Friday 31st July 2020.

Ralph was identified with 3CR since its inception in 1976, both for his innovative technical work and his music programs.
Ralph's career spanned  commercial / SBS radio, and avionics.  He joined the fledgling 3CR as a member of  the volunteer crew that overhauled, modified, and installed the station's first studios, constructed behind a shop in Armidale, using ex-ABC studio equipment, and an antique 1936 transmitter.
After 6 months on air 3CR was forced to quickly relocate to new studio and transmitter sites in January 1977.  Ralph played a key role in the rapid design and construction of a novel valve / transistor hybrid transmitter for the new site in Collingwood.  
Ralph also became more widely known to the 3CR listeners, becoming part of the team that presented the popular Nostalgia Unlimited on Sunday nights.  After the move to Collingwood he gained his own program, Steam Radio, on Saturday afternoons. He ultimately took over Swing 'n Sway , and more recently contributed to the Unitarian Half Hour.
In 1984, after 3CR’s studio again moved from Cromwell Street to Smith Street, Ralph’s technical efforts were mainly focussed on the transmitter side. This included upgrading 3CR’s transmitter site to accommodate the fledgling 3RPH, and in 1995 moving 3CR’s backup transmitter from Collingwood to the present Werribee site.
All through this forty year period, the 3CR technical crew regarded Ralph as a valued member, even taking his share of late night call-outs.  Health problems gradually impaired his mobility and his ability to do studio programs, but his enthusiasm for things technical never waned.

Ralph had a unique personality, but was always supportive of the station and projected a friendly approach on air, which will be missed by his many listeners. 

Ralph, thank you for all your work, and now, rest easy.  Your Steam Radio invocation stays with us at 3CR-

Tell all your neighbours, open all your windows and turn the radio up loud!
Greg Segal / John Smyth, with assistance from Chris Holliday.
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